Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics

Unit III:  Public Policy

and

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Review Guide

Required Reading:

Wilson, Chapter 15

Wilson, Chapter 18

Wilson, Chapter 19

Recommended Reading:

Wilson, Chapter 16

Wilson, Chapter 17

Wilson, Chapter 20

Wilson, Chapter 21

Required Court Cases:

Engel v. Vitale
Wisconsin v. Yoder

Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District

New York Times Co. v. United States

Schenck v. United States

Gideon v. Wainwright

Roe v. Wade

McDonald v. Chicago 

Brown v. Board of Education 

Citizens United v. FEC

Required Documents:

Letter from Birmingham Jail

Amendments

Know the significance of the following Constitutional Amendments:  1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19
Terms to Know:

Affirmative action

Aid to Families with Dependent Children

Appropriations bills

Bill of Rights

Budget

Budget resolution

Civil liberties

Civil Rights

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Civil Rights movement

Clean Air Act

Clear-and-present danger doctrine

Client politics

Commander in Chief

Congressional Budget Act of 1974

Containment

Costs and benefits

Council of Economic Advisors

De facto segregation

De jure segregation

Deficit

Discretionary spending

Disengagement

Due process clause

Entitlements

Entrepreneurial politics

Environmental Protection Agency

Establishment Clause

Equal protection clause

Exclusionary Rule

Federal Reserve Board

Fiscal policy

Free Exercise Clause

Gramm-Rudman Act

Human rights

Income Tax

Incorporation doctrine

Inflation

Interest group politics

Isolationism

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Keynesianism

Libel

Majoritarian politics

Medicaid

Medicare

Miranda rule

Monetarism

Monetary policy

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

National Security Advisor

Office of Management and Budget

Pocketbook issue

Political agenda

Prior restraint

Probable Cause

Progressive tax structure

Pure Speech

Reaganomics

Reasonableness standard

Revenue

Search warrant

Secretary of the Treasury

Seditious speech

Selective incorporation

Separate-but-equal doctrine

Slander

Social Security

Speech plus

State Department

Strict scrutiny standard

Supply-side tax cut

Surplus

Symbolic speech

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

Voting Rights Act of 1965

War Powers Act

Study Objectives/Questions:

1. Describe the public policy making process.  How do issues get on the political agenda/policy agenda?  What causes changes in the political agenda?

2. What is the role of a linkage institution?

3. What is the legitimate scope of government?  How does it affect the political agenda?

4. What are causes for the growth in government activity?

5. What is the role of costs and benefits in the public policy making process?

6. What are the four policy-making models?  Describe each.

7. Why is economic policy difficult to create?
8. What indicators are used to determine economic health?

9. What is the relationship between voting behavior and economic health?

10. What is monetary policy?  What is fiscal policy?

11. In terms of economic policy, what are the tendencies of Republicans?  Democrats?

12. Name the major “players” in economic policy-making.

13. Explain the process for creating the federal budget.

14. Why is social welfare policy difficult to create?

15. Name and describe major social welfare programs.

16. What makes American social welfare unique (especially when compared to Western European democracies)?

17. What are the current challenges related to Social Security?  What are the causes of these problems?

18. Why is environmental policy difficult to create?

19. In terms of environmental policy, what are the tendencies of the Republican Party?  What are the tendencies of the Democratic Party?

20. Who are the key “players” in the foreign policy making process?

21. What is foreign policy?  How is it different from military policy?

22. In terms of foreign policy, what are the tendencies of the Republican Party?  What are the tendencies of the Democratic Party?

23. What foreign policy powers are given to the president in the Constitution?

24. What foreign policy powers are given to Congress in the Constitution?

25. What is the War Powers Act?

26. What are the major spending areas in the defense budget?

27. To what extent do the U.S. Constitution and its amendments protect against undue government infringement on essential liberties and from invidious discrimination?
a. How does the U.S. Constitution protect individual liberties and rights?
28. How have U.S. Supreme Court rulings defined civil liberties and civil rights?
29. What is the significance of the Bill of Rights?

a. Describe the rights protected in the Bill of Rights.
30. What is the difference between civil rights and civil liberties?

31. What rights are guaranteed by the First Amendment?

32. What two clauses provide for Freedom of Religion?

a. What is the significance of Engel v. Vitale?

b. What is the significance of Wisconsin v. Yoder?

c. What is the significance of Lemon v. Kurtzman?

33. What are the three types of speech defined by the Supreme Court?

a. What is the significance of Tinker v. Des Moines?

b. What is the significance of Citizens United v. FEC?
34. What are examples of limits on First Amendment rights?  How does government balance freedom and order?  How does government balance competing rights?

a. What is the significance of Schenck v. U.S.?

b. What is the significance of New York Times Co. v U.S.?

35. Describe the concept of incorporation (the incorporation doctrine), including the concept of selective incorporation.

a. Explain the significance of the Due Process Clause. 

b. How does the Due Process Clause limit the actions of states?

36. What rights are guaranteed to those accused of crime?

a. What is the significance of Gideon v. Wainwright?
37. What parts of the Constitution have been used to interpret a right to privacy?

a. What is the significance of Roe v. Wade?
38. How have Constitutional provisions supported and motivated social movements?  How has the government responded to social movements?
a. What is the significance of the Equal Protection Clause?

b. What is the significance of Obergefell v. Hodges?
c. What is the significance of Fisher v. Texas?
d. What is the significance of Plessy v. Ferguson?  Brown v. Board of Education?
e. What is the significance of the Voting Rights Act of 1965?

f. What is the significance of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?

g. What is the significance of Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972?
39. Name the developments that put civil rights on the policy agenda, allowing Congress to pass civil rights legislation.
40. What is affirmative action?  Describe points-of-view regarding affirmation action decisions.
