
A History of America’s Ever Shifting Stance on Tariffs:   
Unpacking a debate as old as the United States itself 
 

1.  What did the War of 1812 teach the United States about taxes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did the United States impose the Embargo of 1807?  What was the impact of the policy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Prior to the Civil War, how did tariff policies contribute to the conflict between the North and the 
South? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  What was the purpose of the Smoot-Hawley Act?  What was the effect of the law? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. When did the global outlook shift towards an attitude of free trade? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What non-economic motives led to the movement toward free trade? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. In the Post-WWII era, which political party supported free trade?  Where do each of the parties 
stand today? 
 


