Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics

American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
and

Political Participation 
Unit Outline and Study Guide

Readings

Wilson, Unit II (Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10)
FEC / Campaign Finance Reading

Historical Eras – Political Parties

Names/Terms/Topics

(These are in addition to the key terms listed at the end of the each chapter in your Wilson textbook.)

1974 Campaign Finance Reform Law

2002 Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (McCain-Feingold)
527

Amendment 15

Amendment 19

Amendment 26

Amicus curiae briefs

Broadcast media

Campaign strategy

Closed primary

Coalition

Coattails

Conservative

Critical election

Direct mail

Economic protest parties

Electoral coalition

Elite

Equal time rule

Exit poll

FEC  

FCC  
Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act

Focus Group

Gatekeeper

Gender Gap

General election

Hard money

Help America Vote Act

Horse race coverage of elections

Ideological parties

Incumbent

Independent expenditures

Initiative
Interest group

Investigative journalism

Legitimacy

Liberal

Linkage institutions

Literacy Test

Lobbying

Mandate theory of elections

Mass media

Media event

Minor party

Motor Voter Law (National Voter Registration Act)
Narrowcasting

National chairman

National committee

National party convention

Negative ad

Nominating caucus

Nomination

Open primary

PAC

Partisanship

Party de-alignment

Party eras

Party-line voting

Party platform

Party realignment

Patronage

Plank

Plurality system

Political agenda

Political editorializing rule

Political ideology

Political machine / Party machine
Political party

Political socialization

Poll

Poll tax

Presidential primaries

Press conference

Print media

Prior restraint

Prospective voting

Public interest lobby

Public opinion

Public opinion poll

Random sample

Rational-choice voting

Referendum

Retrospective voting

Right of reply rule

Sampling error

Scorekeeper

Single issue parties

Soft money

Sound-bite

Split ticket voter / Ticket-splitting

Spot

Straight ticket voting

Suffrage

Super delegates

Target

Third party

Tone

Tracking poll

Trial balloons

Two-Party System

Voting Rights Act of 1965

Watchdog

Winner-take-all system

Court Cases of Major Significance

Buckley v. Valeo

McConnell v. FEC

Citizens United v. FEC (Required)

Study Questions

1. Identify the processes through which people learn about politics.  What are the factors of socialization?  Which are the most significant?

2. Describe how demographic factors shape who we are politically. 
3. Describe how major political events influence the development of our political beliefs. 

4. Define public opinion, identify how it is measured, explain its role in shaping public policy, and discuss the nature of political information in America.

5. What are the elements of a scientific poll?  What is the key to the accuracy of public opinion polls?
6. What are the criticisms of public opinion polling?

7. Understand the concept of political ideology in American politics and government.

a. Describe the platform of the Democratic Party and the platform of the Republican party.

8. Explain the ways in which people participate in politics and in the policymaking process, and discuss the implications of unequal political participation.

a. Describe the voting rights protections in the Constitution and in legislation.

Examples:  Amendments 15, 17, 19, 24, 26
9. Describe linkage institutions (including political parties, interest groups, elections, media).

10. Describe the characteristics of the mass media.

11. Describe how the news media affect public opinion.   Describe how the news media impacts campaigns and elections.
12. Describe how media influence political institutions and political behavior.
13. What is the media’s importance to the policy agenda?

14. Explain the purpose of a media event.

15. What is meant by investigative journalism?

16. How does the media act as a watchdog?  Gatekeeper?  Scorekeeper?

17. Define political party.

18. What are the functions of a political party?

19. Describe the party eras in American history.

20. Why does the U.S. have a two-party system?  What are the consequences of the two-party system?

21. What is a third party?  What are the types of third parties?  What obstacles do third parties face?  What are two ways in which third parties can have an impact on American politics?

22. Why is political party power declining?
23. How do political parties help interest groups achieve their goals?
24. What has been the most prominent trend in party identification in recent years?
25. What is meant by “ticket-splitting”?

26. What is meant by a “party machine”?

27. What is the difference between an open primary and a closed primary? How do each impact the outcome of presidential elections?
28. What is the function of a national convention?  National committee?

29. Understand the role of money in campaigns.  Understand campaign finance reform, and the impact of PACs and 527s.

30. Describe the presidential nomination process.  What are criticisms of the current presidential nomination system?  
a. How does incumbency influence the presidential nomination process?  The presidential election?
31. Describe the difference between presidential elections and congressional elections?  What are unique factors/strategies of each?

32. How does the Electoral College impact political participation?

33. Describe the impact of the following on congressional elections:
a. Incumbency

b. Open v. Closed primaries

c. Caucuses

d. Mid-term v. presidential elections 
34. What were the main features of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974?

35. What were the main features of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002?

36. What is the importance of campaign funding to election outcomes?  What are the major sources of funding under current law?

37. Describe how the Supreme Court has ruled on campaign finance issues.
38. Why do citizens choose to vote?  What are characteristics of regular voters?
39. Why do citizens choose not to vote?  What are characteristics of typical non-voters?

40. Why do people vote the way they do?  What influences HOW we vote? (Rational-choice voting, retrospective voting, prospective voting, party-line voting)

41. What are structural barriers (institutional obstacles) to voting?  
42. Describe voter turnout in presidential elections v. congressional elections.
43. What is the difference between a primary election and a general election?

44. What is the difference between an initiative and a referendum?

45. What is a recall election?

46. What are the qualifications you must meet in order to vote?

47. On what day do general elections take place?

48. What is the major provision of the 1993 Motor Voter Act?

49. What is the purpose of the Help America Vote Act?

50. What is meant by the “mandate theory of elections”?

51. What is an interest group?

52. Why are there so many interest groups in the U.S. today?

53. How are interest groups similar to political parties?  How are interest groups different from political parties?

54. Identify and describe the strategies used by interest groups to shape public policy.
55. How do iron triangles benefit interest groups?

56. What influences interest group success?

57. How do interest groups help political parties achieve their goals?
58. How do lobbyists help members of Congress?
59. Why does PAC money so overwhelmingly go to incumbents?

60. What is an amicus curiae brief?  How are they used by interest groups?

61. What is meant by a public interest lobby?

62. What is a cross-pressured voter?

Connections to other units:
· Understand that there are different interpretations of core values (individualism, equality of opportunity, free enterprise, limited government)
· Understand that US political culture has changed due to globalization (influences of other countries).
· Describe policy positions of the major political parties for:
· foreign policy

· economic policy (including taxing and spending)

· social welfare policy

· environmental policy 

· civil rights and civil liberties

· Explain how various political actors influence public policy outcomes. 

· Interest groups, parties, PACs, media, formal institutions, grassroots movements, etc. 
