A.P. Comparative Government and Politics

Unit II:  Authoritarian Systems and Democratic Systems
Study Guide

Textbook Readings:

O’Neil, Chapter 5:  Authoritarianism
O’Neil, Chapter 6:  Democracy
O’Neil, Chapter 7:  Advanced Democracies
Kesselman Chapter 1:  Introducing Comparative Politics
Kesselman Chapter 2:  United Kingdom
Kesselman Chapter 5:  Mexico

Kesselman Chapter 7:  Iran

Supplemental Readings:

“Iran Special Report:  The Revolution is Over”, The Economist, October 30, 2014. 

Erdbrink, Thomas, “The Iranian Revolution at 40:  From Theocracy to ‘Normality’”, The 
 
New York Times, February 10, 2019.

“2014 Political-Economic Reform”, The Wilson Center Mexico Institute.

“Mexico:  Democratization Through Electoral Reform”, ACE Project:  The Electoral 
Knowledge Network.
Key Terms/Concepts:

*** Also see Textbook Glossaries ***

Abstract Review

Advanced Democracy

Authoritarianism

Bicameral

Bureaucracy 

Civil Liberties

Civil Rights

Civil Society
Checks and balances 
Clientelism

Coercion

Concrete Review

Constituency

Constitutional Court

Consolidated Democracy 

Co-optation

Corporatism

Coup d’etat

Democracy

Democratization 

Devolution

Direct Democracy

Electoral System

Executive

First Past the Post

Head of Government

Head of State

Illiberal Democracy 
Indirect Democracy

Initiative

Integration

Intergovernmental System

Judicial Review

Liberal Democracy

Military Rule

Mixed Electoral System

Multi-member Districts

One-party rule

Parliamentary System

Personal Rule

Personality Cult

Pluralism
Political Culture

Postindustrialism

Presidential System

Proportional Representation

Referendum

Rent Seeking

Republicanism

Rule of Law

Semi Presidential System

Separation of Powers

Service Sector

Single Member District

Suffrage

Supranational System

Theocracy

Transitional Democracy 

Unicameral

Welfare State

Learning Objectives/Study Questions:

1. What are the characteristics of authoritarianism?

2. What is totalitarianism?

3. What are the sources of authoritarian rule?

4. What methods are used to perpetuate authoritarianism within the state?

5. What are the different types of authoritarian rule?

6. Is authoritarianism in decline?

7. Describe the historical development of Iran.

8. Describe the formal and informal institutions of Iran.

9. What is a theocracy?

10. What role does religion play in the Iranian state?

11. Describe the electoral system of Iran.

12. Describe politically relevant social and political cleavages in Iran, Mexico, and the UK.
13. Describe civil society in Iran.  Describe political participation in Iran. 
14. Describe the political culture of Iran.
15. Explain the nature and role of political participation as related to a regime’s use of authority and power.  
16. What are some current political issues in Iran?

17. What are the characteristics of democracy?  What are the characteristics of advanced (consolidated) democracies?

18. What are the origins of democracy?

19. Describe the significance of political participation to democracy.

20. What is the difference between First Past the Post and Proportional Representation?  What is a mixed electoral system?  What are the political consequences of each?

21. Describe the significance of political competition in a democratic system.  

22. What is the role of a political party in a democracy?

23. Explain the concept of separation of powers.

24. What is the function of the legislature?  What is the difference between a bicameral legislature and a unicameral legislature?
25. How are legislative functions constrained?
26. What is the difference between a presidential system and a parliamentary system?  What is a semi-presidential system?
27. What is the function of the executive?  Describe various executive arrangements.
28. Describe procedures for the removal of executive leadership by other institutions.
29. What is a constitutional court?  What is the function?
30. Explain the importance of independent judiciaries.
31. What is the power of judicial review?  

32. Describe the significance of civil rights and liberties in a democracy.

33. What is integration?  What is devolution?

34. What is the European Union?  How do organizations like the European Union challenge sovereignty?

35. What does the term “democratic deficit” mean?

36. What are the challenges faced by advanced democracies?

37. Describe the historical development of the UK, including the development of constitutionalism and legitimacy.

38. Describe the historical development of Mexico, including the role of the PRI.

39. Describe the formal and informal institutions of Mexico and the UK.

40. Describe the electoral system of Mexico and the UK.

41. Describe political participation in Mexico and the UK.

42. Describe political competition in Mexico and the UK.  
43. Describe the civil society of Mexico and the UK.

44. Describe the political culture in Mexico and the UK.  Explain the role culture plays in each political system (culture of corruption v. culture of legitimacy/democracy)

45. What are the current issues of Mexico?

46. What are the current issues of the UK?

47. Describe the four themes for comparative analysis – a world of states; governing the economy;  the democratic idea;  the politics of collective identities;   Be able to answer the essential questions from each theme for Iran, Mexico, and UK.

48. Compare authoritarianism and democracy.
49. Explain how political culture relates to citizen behavior and he role of the state.  What is political socialization and how does it relate to political culture?

50. What are agents of political socialization?

51. Explain the relationship between civil society and democratization.
52. Explain the process and goals of democratization.  What factors inhibit democratization.  
Study tips:

Consider the “Focus Questions” in the margins of the Kesselman textbook.

Re-read the chapter summaries in O’Neil and Kesselman.

Find connections between political theory (O’Neil) and country case studies (Kesselman).

Know your vocabulary!

