AP United States Government and Politics
Unit I:  Foundations of American Democracy
Study Guide / Review

Readings:

Bianco and Canon, Chapter 1:  Understanding American Politics
Bianco and Canon, Chapter 2:  The Constitution and the Founding
Bianco and Canon, Chapter 3:  Federalism
Required Documents:

The Declaration of Independence

The Articles of Confederation

The Constitution of the United States
Federalist Essay 10
Federalist Essay 51

Federalist Essay 78

Anti-Federalist Brutus 1
Vocabulary Terms / Key Concepts:

Amendment Process 


 

Anti-Federalists

Articles of Confederation

Authority

Bicameral

Bill of Rights

Block Grants

Categorical Grants

Checks and Balances

Civic Duty
Concurrent Powers

Confederate System

Connecticut Compromise

Consent of the Governed

Constitution

Constitutional Convention

Cooperative Federalism

Decentralization

Declaration of Independence

Delegated Power

Democracy


Devolution

Divine Right Theory

Dual Federalism

Elastic Clause

 


 

Elite and class theory


Enumerated Powers

External Efficacy

Extradition


Factions

Federalism

Federalist Papers 

Federalists

Fiscal Federalism

Formula Grant


Full Faith and Credit



 

Government

Grand Committee

Grants-in-Aid 

Great Compromise


 



 

Hyperpluralism


Implied Powers

Internal Efficacy

Judicial Review
 

Legitimacy

Limited Government


 

Linkage institutions


Majority rule


 

 

Mandate
 

 

Minority rights


Natural Rights

Necessary and Proper Clause

New Jersey Plan
 



 

Pluralist theory


Policy agenda


 



 

Policy gridlock

 


 

 


 

Policymaking institutions


Political Culture

Political Efficacy

Political Ideology 




Politics


Popular Sovereignty

Power

 


 

Privileges and Immunities
 

 

Project Grants


Public policy


Representation


Republic

Reserved Powers

Revenue Sharing
 


 

Separation of Powers

Shays’s Rebellion

Social Contract Theory

Sovereignty

Supremacy Clause


Tenth Amendment
 

 

Traditional democratic theory
 


 


 

 

U.S. Constitution

Unitary government


Virginia Plan

 

Required Supreme Court Cases:

Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland
United States v. Lopez
Significant Court Cases / Decisions:

Gibbons v. Ogden

Brown v. Board of Education

Fletcher v. Peck
Learning objectives:

After studying this unit, you should be able to:

1. Understand the fundamental concepts of government, politics, and public policy.

2. Explain how people can influence the government’s policy agenda.

3. Describe the policymaking system;  Explain the multiple points of access to the policymaking system.
4. Analyze how separation of power impacts policymaking.  Analyze how federalism impacts policymaking.

5. Understand that the balance between governmental power and individual rights has been a hallmark of American political development.
6. Distinguish between power, authority, and legitimacy.

7. Explain how models of representative democracy are visible in major institutions, policies, events, or debates in the U.S.
8. Distinguish between participatory democracy, pluralist democracy, and elite democracy (including hyperpluralism).
a. How do the following reflect the tension between the broad participation model and the more filtered participation of the pluralist and elite models?

i. Aspects of the U.S. Constitution
ii. The debate between Federalist 10 and Brutus 1 

b. Understand how models of representative democracy continue to be reflected in contemporary institutions and political behavior.
9. Explain why the Constitution is called the “higher law”.
10. Outline the events that led colonial Americans to declare independence from Great Britain.

11. Review the basic philosophy that underlies the Declaration of Independence.

12. Summarize the parallels between Locke’s writings and Jefferson’s language in the Declaration of Independence.

13. Explain how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation laid the groundwork for the Constitution.
14. Describe what Madison meant by “factions” and how he proposed to solve the problems presented by factions.
a. Know that Madison’s arguments in Federalist 10 focused on the superiority of a large republic in controlling the “mischiefs of factions”, delegating authority to elected representatives and dispersing power between the states and national government.

b. Know that Brutus adhered to popular democratic theory that emphasized the benefits of a small decentralized republic while warning of the dangers to personal liberty from a large, centralized government.
15. Summarize the major compromises of the Constitutional Convention.

a. Great (Connecticut) Compromise
b. Electoral College

c. Three-Fifths Compromise

d. Commerce Compromise / Compromises on the importation of slaves

16. Explain why economic issues were high on the agenda at the Constitutional Convention and how the framers tried to strengthen the economic powers of the new national government.

17. Describe the major issues between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists in the debates over ratification of the Constitution.
a. Explain how Federalist and Anti-Federalist views on central government and democracy are reflected in U.S. foundational documents.
18. Describe how democratic ideals are reflected in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

a. Know that the U.S. government is based on ideas of limited government, including natural rights, popular sovereignty, republicanism, and social contract.

b. Know that the Declaration of Independence provides a foundation for popular sovereignty.

c. Know that the U.S. Constitution provides the blueprint for a unique form of political democracy in the U.S.

19. Explain why a bill of rights was not included in the Constitution.  Then explain why one was added.

20. Explain the formal amendment process, outlined in Article V of the U.S. Constitution.

21. Ascertain how constitutional changes – both formal and informal – continue to shape and alter the Constitution.

22. Identify factors that have led to a gradual democratization of the Constitution.

23. Describe the three basic forms of governmental structures:  federalism, unitary, and confederacy.

24. Determine the significance of how the American federal system decentralizes our politics.

25. Identify the ways in which the Constitution determines the powers of state and national governments.

26. Describe how the Supreme Court set forth the principle of implied powers in the McCulloch v. Maryland case.

27. Understand the relationship of implied powers to enumerated powers.

28. Describe how the Civil War and the civil rights movement contributed to the development of national supremacy over the states.

29. List and analyze the clauses in the Constitution that define the obligations that each state has to every other state.

30. List and analyze the Constitutional obligations of the states to the national government and the national government to the states.

31. Understand why the Founding Fathers created a federal system of government.

32. Trace the ways in which American federalism has changed over the past two centuries.
a. Explain how the following impact the debate regarding the balance of power between the states and the national government

i. 10th Amendment

ii. 14th Amendment

iii. Commerce Clause

iv. Necessary and Proper Clause

v. Supremacy Clause

33. Explain how the balance of power between the national government and the state governments has been influenced by Supreme Court decisions (such as McCulloch v. Maryland and United States v. Lopez).
34. Compare the contrasting forms of dual federalism and cooperative federalism.

35. Describe what is meant by fiscal federalism and assess the role that federal money plays in state policies.

36. Summarize the characteristics of categorical grants and block grants, and examine the effects they have on decision making at the state and local levels.

37. Discuss how underfunded and unfunded mandates burden state governments.

38. Analyze the ways in which American federalism impacts democracy.
39. Understand the structure of the Constitution and its major principles.

a. Explain the constitutional principles of separation of power and checks and balances.

b. Explain the implications of separation of powers and checks and balances for the U.S. political system.

c. Explain how popular sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, and federalism exemplify limited government.
d. Know that Federalist 51 explains how separation of powers and checks and balances control abuses by majorities.
40. Define what scholars mean by political culture, and list some of the dominant aspects of political culture in the United States.

41. List the contributions to American political culture.
42. Define internal and external feelings of political efficacy, and explain how the level of each of these has varied over the past generation.

43. Describe how the debate over the role of the central government, the powers of state governments, and the rights of individuals remains at the heart of present-day constitutional issues about democracy and governmental power today.

a. Examples:  government surveillance in the post 9/11 era;  the debate about the role of the federal government in public education

