A.P. Comparative Government and Politics

Unit I:  An Introduction to Comparative Politics

Study Guide

Textbook Readings:

O’Neil, Chapters1:  Introduction to Comparative Politics

O’Neil, Chapter 2:  States

O’Neil, Chapter 3:  Nations and Society

O’Neil, Chapter 4:  Political Economy

Supplemental Readings:

Gros, Jean-Germain, Comparative Politics Made Simple
Brahm, Eric, Sovereignty 

Rotberg, Robert I., The New Nature of Nation-State Failure 

The Economist, Burgernomics:  The Big Mac Index
Key Terms/Concepts:

Adam Smith

Anarchy

Ascription

Authoritarian

Autonomy

Capacity

Central Bank

Centralization

Citizenship

Civil Society

Communism

Comparative advantage

Comparative method

Conservatism

Consolidated democracy

Corporatism

Correlation

Decentralization

Democratization

Empirical statement / Empirical data

Ethnic identity

Fascism

Failed states

Genocide

Gini Index

Globalization

Government

Gross Domestic Product

Gross National Product

Human Development Index

Hyperinflataion

Ideology

Inflation

Institutions

Karl Marx

Legitimacy

Liberalism

Market

Mercantilism

Modernization

Monopoly

Nation

National Identity

Nationalism

Neo-corporatism

Non-tarriff barriers

Normative statement

Patriotism

Political attitudes

Political culture

Political economy

Political ideology

Politics

Private property

Property

Public good

Purchasing Power Parity

Qualitative research

Quantitative research

Radical

Reactionary

Regime

Rule of law

Social democracy

Social expenditures

Sovereignty

State

Statistical study

Strong states

Tariffs

Transitional democracy

Weak states

Welfare / Welfare state

Learning Objectives/Study Questions:
1. Describe how the study of comparative politics has evolved.

2. Describe the comparative method.

3. What is the difference between qualitative and quantitative methods?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of each?

4. Describe the difference between correlation and causation.  Explain why it is difficult to determine causation in comparative politics.

5. What is the difference between federal and unitary systems?  What are advantages and disadvantages of each?  
6. What is the difference between parliamentary and presidential systems?

7. What is the difference between democracy and authoritarianism?
8. Explain sources of power and authority in political systems.

9. What is legitimacy?  What are the types of legitimacy?  How do governments maintain legitimacy?
10. Name and describe significant international organizations, supranational organizations, and NGOs.
11. What is the difference between a nation and a state?

12. Explain the conflict between individual equality and collective freedom.

13. What is the difference between a regime, state, and government?
14. Explain the difference between regime change and government change. 
15. What is the purpose of the state?  Why do states exist?

16. Define civil society.  Describe civil society in consolidated democracies.  Describe civil society in authoritarian states.
17. Define political culture.  Explain how political culture relates to citizen behavior and the role of the state.
18. Identify group identities and individual identities.

19. What are the origins of ethnic identity, national identity, and citizenship?

20. What are sources of ethnic and national conflict?  How do conflicts emerge? Understand the two views of ethnic conflict.

21. Explain the differences between exclusion, removal, and genocide.

22. What is the difference between political attitudes and political ideologies? 

23. What are the four political attitudes?

24. Explain the various political ideologies.

25. What are the fundamental components of political-economy?

26. What are the different political-economic systems?  What are the characteristics of each?

27. What is the role of economic regulation in various political-economies?  What is the purpose of regulation?

